Conference report
“Industrial use of renewable raw-materials – chemistry, biotechnology, process technology“

Industrielle Nutzung nachwachsender Rohstoffe  - Chemie, Biotechnologie, Verfahrenstechnik. Eine Veranstaltung des Arbeitsausschusses „Nachwachsende Rohstoffe für die chemische Industrie“ gemeinsam mit dem Arbeitsausschuss „Biotechnologie nachwachsender Rohstoffe“

20-21 January 2010, DECHEMA-Haus, Frankfurt am Main, Germany
About 200 participants mainly from Germany, but also from several other countries, attended this 2-day meeting reviewing the potential role of renewable raw materials as feedstock for the chemical industry. Main focus was on the supply, quantity, and quality of such raw materials, and on the conversion technologies primarily for use as a source for energy. Considerable attention was also on other uses.
The new Renewable Energy Directive, agreed upon in December 2008, sets a clear 20% target for renewable energy, including bioenergy.  Biomass is likely to make up around half of all renewable energy (in final energy consumption) in 2020.  The use of biomass (wood waste, bark) is also at the heart of FORESTSPECS. We therefore exhibited the FORESTSPECS poster “Bioactive compounds from bark” at the conference. The aim of our poster was to disseminate the main ideas of the project, mainly the possibilities of using bark as a raw material for high value-added bioactive compounds, speciality chemicals, and for remediation.  The presentation of the FORESTSPECS ideas fit well to the 200 participants of the symposium, who came from the EU and mostly German speaking administrative and legislative bodies, research institutions, universities, extension services and firms. 
Besides disseminating the main ideas of our project, we participated in the presentations and poster sessions. For example the presentation on “Europäische Leitmärkteinitiative” (by Dr. J. Rothermel), dealt with the issue that the growing use of biomass has created an international biomass market. There are calls to regulate this market through the introduction of a wider biomass sustainability scheme. 
Few statistical information are available about the use of biomass for material use at the EU level.  It was mentioned that about the same amount of biomass is used for material and for energy purposes. Whereas renewable energy can come from various sources, biomass is the only renewable carbon source for material use. 
The presentation “The World Market Outlook for Carbohydrate Prices: Reconciling Biofuel Demand with Crop Availability” dealt mainly with the question: can productivity in terms of yield growth and possible expansion of arable area keep up with growth in demand? The presentation high lightened the main factors  to consider . “Biorefinery Concepts  for Low Cost Chemicals”  presented  solutions on the pilot scale  driven by industry.  All the given presentations were invited,  while the poster presentations were based on submission and selection. 
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